Please add the following claims: 



^> -23. \ (New) The method for applying a covering layer to a stent of Claim 



15 wherein the\stent further comprises a discontinuous wall and upon the step of 



chemical bonding\ at least one portion of a continuous covering layer of elastic 
material surrounds the discontinuous wall and is adhered to at least one portion of 
the discontinuous wall of the stent and intimately united with the wall portion, the 
covering layer being characterized in that the elastic material is shaped into an 
outer cylindrical surface wtthout irregularities that surrounds the discontinuous wall 
from the outside and extencJs radially within the discontinuous wall and forms an 
inner surface following in distsince the material parts of the discontinuous wall in 
places with material parts andVollowing the cylindrical outer surface in places 
without material parts thereby formmg an inner surface with irregularities.— 

-24. (New) The method foryapplying a covering layer to a stent of Claim 
16 wherein the stent further comprises^a discontinuous wall and upon the step of 
curing, at least one portion of a contin\jous covering layer of elastic material 
surrounds the discontinuous wall and is aJJhered to at least one portion of the 
discontinuous wall of the stent and intimately united with the wall portion, the 
covering layer being characterized in that the plastic material is shaped into an 
outer cylindrical surface without irregularities that siirrounds the discontinuous wall 
from the outside and extends radially within the discontinuous wall and forms an 
inner surface following in distance the material partsW the discontinuous wall in 
places with material parts and following the cylindrical outer surface in places 
without material parts thereby forming an inner surface with irregularities.— 
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-25. (New) The method for applying a covering layer to a stent of Claim 17 
further comprisjn the step of adhering the elastomeric composition by contact to the 
tube and theJstent prior to polymerizing the elastomeric composition.- 

—26. (N)ew) The method for applying a covering layer to a stent of Claim 
17 wherein the ste^nt further comprises a discontinuous wall and upon the step of 
polymerizing, at least one portion of a continuous covering layer of elastic material 
surrounds the discon\inuous wall and is adhered to at least one portion of the 
discontinuous wall of the stent and intimately united with the wall portion, the 
covering layer being characterized in that the elastic material is shaped into an 
outer cylindrical surface witlnout irregularities that surrounds the discontinuous wall 
from the outside and extend^ radially within the discontinuous wall and forms an 
inner surface following in distemce the material parts of the discontinuous wall in 
places with material parts and Vollowing the cylindrical outer surface in places 
without material parts thereby formVig an inner surface with irregularities.— 

-27. (New) The method foV covering a stent of Claim 20 wherein the stent 
further comprises a discontinuous wail and upon the step of chemical bonding, at 
least one portion of a continuous covering layer of elastic material surrounds the 
discontinuous wall and is adhered to at leiast one portion of the discontinuous wall 
of the stent and intimately united with theNwall portion, the covering layer being 
characterized in that the elastic material is shssped into an outer cylindrical surface 
without irregularities that surrounds the discontinuous wall from the outside and 
extends radially within the discontinuous wall andVorms an inner surface following 
in distance the material parts of the discontinuous wall in places with material parts 
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and following\he cylindrical outer surface in places without material parts thereby 
forming an innensurface with irregularities.— 

-28. (New) The method for covering a stent of Claim 21 wherein the stent 
further comprises a discontinuous wall and upon the step of curing, at least one 
portion of a continuous covering layer of elastic material surrounds the 
discontinuous wall and is^dhered to at least one portion of the discontinuous wall 
of the stent and intimately \jnited with the wall portion, the covering layer being 
characterized in that the elastuc material is shaped into an outer cylindrical surface 
without irregularities that surrou\ids the discontinuous wall from the outside and 
extends radially within the discontmuous wall and forms an inner surface following 
in distance the material parts of the discontinuous wall in places with material parts 
and following the cylindrical outer surface in places without material parts thereby 
forming an inner surface with irregularities.— 

-29. (New) The method for covering a stent of Claim 22 wherein the stent 
further comprises a discontinuous wall andVipon the step of polymerizing, at least 
one portion of a continuous covering layer of elastic material surrounds the 
discontinuous wall and is adhered to at least one portion of the discontinuous wall 
of the stent and intimately united with the wallXportion, the covering layer being 
characterized in that the elastic material is shapea into an outer cylindrical surface 
without irregularities that surrounds the discontinuous wall from the outside and 
extends radially within the discontinuous wall and forms an inner surface following 
in distance the material parts of the discontinuous wall implaces with material parts 
and following the cylindrical outer surface in places without material parts thereby 
forming an inner surface with irregularities.— 
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